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A section of the small scale miners who protested 


Members of the Ashanti Regional chapter of the Small 
Scale Miners moved out of their pits and Monday to 
join hundreds of Ghanaian workers to commemorate 
this year’s May Day celebrations. 
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messages to sum up their dissatisfaction with the 
government’s latest action to clamp down on illegal 
mining in the country which has depleted vast forest 
covers and polluted water bodies 
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Some of the placards read: “Protect our savings Mr. 
President, The solution does not stop small scale 
mining Mr. President” among others. 



One placard however appeared to lend support for the 
government’s fight. It read: “watch out illegal miners, 
small scale miners will come after you.” 


Acting chairman of the Ashanti regional chapter of 
small scale miners, Frank Osei explained their 
readiness to coorporate with the government wipe out 
illegal mining from the system, saying “We have 
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He was however unhappy that their members were 
being boxed together with illegal miners, pointing out 
that “we are not illegal miners, the government should 
not treat all of us as illegal miners”. 



Mr. Osei noted their decision to take part in the Labour 
Day celebration was the fact that they are also 
workers. “We are workers just like any other worker in 
Ghana and the government must accord us that 
respect. We should be allowed to work” he said. 

By William Evans-Nkum|TV3|3news.com|Ghana 
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John Amankwah • 24 days ago 

You have every right to demonstrate on May Day. If 
you are a registered miner, how much tax do pay to 
the government? How many trees do you plant when 
you fell one tree? I think all Ghanaians need education 
on "Protecting the Environment." You are destroying 
the little acreage of rain forest left in the country, 
polluting the remaining rivers and creeks left and you 
do not see anything wrong with your private mining 
activities? Think of your children's future! 

Fr. Amankwah 
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